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CHAPTER 951

CRIMES AGAINST ANIMALS

951.01 Definitions. 951.08 Instigating fights between animals.

951.015 Construction and application. 951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals.

951.02 Mistreating animals. 951.095 Harassment of police and fire animals.

951.025 Decompression prohibited. 951.10 Sale of baby rabbits, chicks and other fowl.

951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. 951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale.

951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. 951.13  Providing proper food and drink to confined animals.

951.05 Transportation of animals. 951.14  Providing proper shelter.

951.06 Use of poisonous and controlled substances. 951.15 Abandoning animals.

951.07 Use of certain devices prohibited. 951.18 Penalties.

951.01 Definitions. In this chapter: 951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. No person
(1) “Animal” includes every living: shall lead any animal upon a highway from a motor vehicle or
(a) Warm-blooded creature, except a human being; from a trailer or semitrailer drawn by a motor vehicle.

(b) Reptile; or History: 1973 c. 314; 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.04.

(c) Amphibian. _ ~ 951.05 Transportation of animals.  No person may trans-

(2) “Cruel” means causing unnecessary and excessive pairpert any animal in or upon any vehicle in a cruel manner.
suffering or unjustifiable injury or death. History: 1973 c. 314; 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.05.

(3) “Farm animal” means any warm-blooded animal nogg

\Iv raised on f in the United Stat d d or intended 1.06 Use of poisonous and controlled substances.
Lnsézle ggaf'zg d g? f%rerrr]s in the United States and used or intende l\f&rperson may expose any domestic animal owned by another to

any known poisonous substance, any controlled substance

(3e) “Humane officer” means an officer appointed under $ncluded inschedule I, I, 11, IV or V of ch. 961, or any controlled
173.083. substance analog of a controlled substance included in schedule
(3f) “Fire department” includes a volunteer fire departmentor || of ch. 961, whether mixed with meat or other food or not,
and a department under s. 61.66. so that the substance is liable to be eaten by the animal and for the
(3m) “Law enforcement agency” has the meaning given in purpose oharming the animal. This section shall not apply to poi-
165.83 (1) (b). son used on one’s own premises and designed for the purpose of

(4) “Law_enforcement officer” has the meaning assignegdent or pest extermination nor to the use of a controlled sub-
under s. 967.02 (5) but does not include a conservation wardeince in bona fide experiments carried on for scientific research

appointed under s. 23.10. or in accepted veterinary practices.

History: 1973 c. 314; 1983 a. 189; 1987 a. 248; 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 gy . . . .
951.01: 1089 a. 223: 1997 a. 27, 192 1999 4. 83. Btistory: 1973 c. 314; 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.06; 1995 a. 448.

Legislative Council Note, 1973:The definition of “animal” is based on s. 346.20,951.07 Use of certain devices prohibited. No person may
Minn. Stats. Anno. (1971). The term includes not only animals strictly so—called indi n : P :
birds and other living warmblooded creatures except people. [Bill 16-S] mPeCtly Or.lndlreCtly’ or by aiding, abetting .Or permitting the domg

thereof, either put, place, fasten, use or fix upon or to any animal
951.015 Construction and application. This chapter may used or readied for use for a work purpose or for use in an exhibi-
not be interpreted as controverting any law regulating the takifi@n, competition, rodeo, circus or other performance, any of the
of a wild animal as defined in s. 29.001 (90), the trapping of af@llowing devices: a bristle bur, tack bur or like device; or a poling
mals,the use of live animals in dog trials or in the training of hungleviceused to train a horse to jump which is charged with electric-
ing dogs or the slaughter of animals by persons acting under siiter to which have been affixed nails, tacks or other sharp points.

or federal law. History: 1973 c. 314; 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.07.
History: 1973 c. 314; 1983 a. 27 s. 2202 (38); 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 198 T ; .
951.015: 1997 a. 248, 951.08 Instigating fights between animals. (1) No per

. . ) _son may intentionally instigate, promote, aid or abet as a principal,
951.02 Mistreating animals.  No person may treat any ani-agent or employee, or participate in the earnings from, or inten-
mal, whether belonging to the person or another, in a anaeher. onally maintain or allow any place to be used for a cockfight, dog
This section doesot prohibit bona fide experiments carried on fofight bulifight or other fight between the same or different kinds
sc:_er:tlflc {g%eagiu 25;0”222' ar:_)(j 2??6%%‘3 v%tSelrlor;a;)égpgrait;%e& animals or between an animal and a person. This section does
istory: C. ; a. s. 54; Stats. S. .02; a. . o -
Convié/tion under this section does not require proof of intent or negligence. S\E t prohibit th_ants or exhibitions commonly featured at rodeos or
v. Stanfield, 105 Wis. 2d 553, 314 N.W.2d 339 (1982). oodless bullfights.
(2) No person may own, possess, keep or train any animal with

951.025 Decompression prohibited.  No person may Kkill ; ) . I o
an animal by mea%s of dec%mpression. P y the intent that the animal be engaged in an exhibition of fighting.

History: 1985 a. 48; 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.025. (2m) If a person has been convicted under sub. (1) or (2), the
personmay not own, possess, keep or train any animal for a period
f 5 years after the conviction. In computing the 5—year period,
ime whichthe person spent in actual confinement serving a crimi-
ﬁgf'sentence shall be excluded. The person may move the sentenc-
g court to have this requirement waived. The court may waive

or humane officers engaged in the exercise of their official duti € requirement except that the waiver may not authorize the per-

History: 1973 c. 314 s, 4: Stats. 1973 5. 948.03; 1987 a. 332 5. 54: Stats, 1094 {0 OWN, possess, keep or train animals of the species involved
951.03; 1997 a. 192. in the offense under sub. (1) or (2).

951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. No person may take
the dog or cat of another from one place to another without
owner’s consent or cause such a dog or cat to be confined or
ried out of this state or held for any purpose without the owne
consent. This section does not apply to law enforcement offic
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(3) No person may intentionally be a spectator at a cockfight, (b) Ventilation. Indoor housing facilities shall be adequately
dog fight, bullfight or other fight between the same or differenentilated by natural or mechanical means to provide for the
kinds of animals or between an animal and a person. health of the animals at all times.

History: 1973 c. 314; 1981 c. 160; 1983 a. 95; 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 s(2) OUTDOOR STANDARDS. Minimum outdoor standards of
951.08. shelter shall include:
951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals. ~ No person (a) Shelter from sunlightWhen sunlight is likely to cause heat
may instigate, promote, aid or abet as a principal, ageekhaustion of an animal tied or caged outside, sufficient shade by
employee, participant or spectator, or participate in the earninggural or artificial means shall be provided to protect the animal
from, or intentionally maintain or allow any place to be used férom direct sunlight. As used in this paragraph, “caged” does not
the shooting, killing or wounding with a firearm or any deadlinclude farm fencing used to confine farm animals.
weapon, any animal that is tied, staked out, caged or otherwisgb) Shelter from inclement weathet. ‘Animals generally.’
intentionally confined in a man—-made enclosure, regardlessNdtural or artificial shelter appropriate to the local climatic condi-
size. Nothing in this section prohibits the shooting of any wildbns for the species concerned shall be provided as necessary for
game inits wild state or the shooting of game birds and waterfowe health of the animal.
at licensed game farms or licensed shooting preserves. 2. ‘Dogs.’ If a dog is tied or confined unattended outdoors
History: 1973 c. 314; 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.09. under weather conditions which adversely affect the health of the
951.095 Harassment of police and fire animals. (1) No dog, ashelter of suitable size to accommodate the dog shall be pro-

person may do any of the following to any animal that is used ¥i/ed- - )
a law enforcement agency or fire department to perform agency(3) SPACESTANDARDs. Minimum space requirements for both
or department functions or duties: indoor and outdoor enclosures shall include:
(a) Frighten, intimidate, threaten, abuse or harass the animal(@) Structural strength.The housing facilities shall be structur-
(b) Strike, shove, kick or otherwise subject the animal to phyally sound and maintained in good repair to protect the animals
cal contact. from injury and to contain the animals.
(c) Strike the animal by using a dangerous weapon. (b) Space requirementsEnclosures shall be constructed and
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to any of the following: maintained so as to provide sufficient space to allow each animal

; ; ot equate freedom of movement. Inadequate space may be indi-
the(g)nigrzg/’saﬁzaﬁlhd?tefo??ircfig:’med by or with the authorization @gted by evidence of debility, stress or abnormal behavior pat-

(b) Any act that is necessary for the training of an animal tt%rns.

perform functions or duties for a law enforcement agency. (4) SANITATION STANDARDS. Minimum standards of sanitation
History: 1993 a. 192; 1997 a. 27. for both indoor and outdoor enclosures shall include periodic
) ) cleaning to remove excreta and other waste materials, dirt and
951.10 Sale of baby rabblts, chicks and other fowl. trash so as to minimize health hazards.

(1) No person may sell, offer for sale, barter or give away livingHistory: 1973 c. 314; 1987 a. 332 5. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.14.

chicks, ducklings or other fowl unless the person provides pro%%r . .

brooder facilities for the care of such chicks, ducklings or othgpL-15 Abandoning animals.  No person may abandon any

fowl during the time they are in the person’s possession. ank:lmal.. 1673 6. 314 . 1 6 1677 c. 173 1687 . 332 <. 54 L087 <. 95115
(2) No retailer, as defined in s. 100.30 (2) (e), may sell, offgghs  4g6: 1007 a 105 ' o 115 19872 3525, 54 Stals. 1967 5. 95115

for sale, barter or give away living baby rabbits, baby chicks

ducklings or other fowlinder 2 months of age in any quantity les3o1.18 Penalties. ~ (1) Any person violating s. 951.02,
than 6 unless in the business of selling these animals for agri&ﬁl-oza 951.03, 951.04, 951.05, 951.06, 951.07, 951.09, 951.10,

tural, wildlife or scientific purposes. 951.11,951.13, 951.14 or 951.15 is subject to a Class C forfeiture.
History: 1973 c. 314; 1979 c. 34 5. 2102 (3) (a); 1979 c. 176; 1983 a. 189 s. #8Y person who violates any of these provisions within 3 years

(20); 1987 a. 332 s. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.10; 1993 a. 486. after a humane officer issues an abatement order under s. 173.11

951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale. ~ No person may Prohibiting the violation of that provision is subject to a Class A

sell, offer for sale, raffle, give as a prize or premium, use as foifeiture. Any person who intentionally or negligently violates

advertising device or display living chicks, ducklings, other fown Of those sections is guilty of a ClasswsdemeanorAny per-

or rabbits that have been dyed or otherwise colored artificially>°n Who intentionally violates s. 951.02, resulting in the mutila-

History: 1973 c. 314; 1087 a. 332 5. 54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.11. tion, disfigurement or death of an animal, is guilty of a Class E fel-
o ) i ony. Any person who intentionally violates s. 951.02 or 951.06,
951.13 Providing proper food and drink to confined knowingthat the animal that is the victim is used by a law enforce-

animals. No person owning or responsible for confining oment agency to perform agency functions or duties and causing

impoundingany animal may fail to supply the animal with a SUﬁ"injury to the animal, is guilty of a Class E felony.

cient supply of food and water as pr_escrlbed in th!s section. (2) Any person who violates s. 951.08 (2m) or (3) is guilty of

(1) Foopb. The food shall be sufficient to maintain all animalg, cjass A misdemeanor. Any person who violates s. 951.08 (1)

in good health. _ ) _ or (2) is guilty of a Class E felony for the first violation and is

(2) WaTeR. If potable water is not accessible to the animals gtilty of a Class D felony for the 2nd or subsequent violation.

%" tltTe?fhlt quﬁ” be_prolv ided daily and in sufficient quantity for 5.y Ay person who violates s. 951.095 is subject to a Class
€ heaih of the animal. B forfeiture. Any person who intentionally or negligently violates
History: 1973 c. 314; 1983 a. 95, 1987 a. 332 5. 54; Stats. 1987 5. 951.13. & ge1”noc” knowing that the animal that is the victim is used by

951.14 Providing proper shelter. No person owning or a law enforcement agency or fire department to perform agency

responsible for confining or impounding any animal may fail tor department functions or duties, is guilty of a Class A misde-

provide the animal with proper shelter as prescribed in this s@geanor. Any person who intentionally violates s. 951.095, know-
tion. In the case of farm animals, nothing in this section shall fpgy that the animal that is the victim is used by a law enforcement
construed as imposing shelter requirements or standards nmjency or fire department to perform agency or department func-
stringent than normally accepted husbandry practices in the pisns orduties and causing injury to the animal, is guilty of a Class

ticular county where the animal or shelter is located. E felony. Any person who intentionally violates s. 951.095,
(1) InDOORSTANDARDS. Minimum indoor standards of shelterknowingthat the animal that is the victim is used by a law enforce-
shall include: ment agency or fire department to perform agency or department
(a) Ambient temperaturesThe ambient temperature shall bdunctions or duties and causing death to the animal, is guilty of a
compatible with the health of the animal. Class D felony.
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(3) In addition to penalties applicable to this chapter under thpsund or to daw enforcement officer if a person commits a crime
section, a district attorney may apply to any court of competantder this chapter, the person is the owner of the animal that is
jurisdiction for a temporary or permanent injunction restrainingvolved in the crime and the court considers the order to be rea-

any person from violating this chapter. sonable and appropriate. The society, pound or officer shall
(4) In addition to penalties applicable to this chapter under ttilease the animal to a person other than the owner or dispose of
section: the animal in a proper and humane manner. If the animal is a dog,

1. In thi h, iarv loss” has th ifhe release or disposal shall be in accordance with s. 173.23 (1m),
deéi)ribed irrl]s. g}lgézrzgr(alg. pecuniary foss- has the meam}e{g(\:ept that the fees under s. 173.23 (1m) (a) 4. do not apply if the

penses are covered under s. 173.24. If the animal is not a dog,

2. A sentencing court shall require a criminal violator to p ) d p h fee for the rel fh
restitution to aerson, including any local humane officer or soci'€ SOCIety, pound or officer may charge a fee for the release of the

ety or county or municipal pound or a law enforcemeitet for nimal- , i

any pecuniary loss suffered by the person as a result of the crime,2-. f the court is sentencing a person covered under s. 173.12
including expenses in keeping any animal that is involved in th®) (&) and an animal has been seized under s. 173.12, the court
crime. This requirement applies regardless of whether the crigft@ll act in accordance with s. 173.12 (3). .

nal violator is placed on probation under s. 973.09. If restitution (¢) Except as provided in s. 951.08 (2m), a sentencing court
is ordered, the court shall consider the financial resources &n@y order that the criminal violator may not own, possess or train
future ability of the criminal violator to pay and shall determin@ny animal or type or species of animal for a period specified by
the method of payment. Upon the application of any interestéi¢ court, but not to exceed 5 years. In computing the time period,
party, the court shall schedule and hold an evidentiary hearind/fg€ which the person spent in actual confinement serving a sen-

determine the value of any pecuniary loss under this paragra .Pte shallg7ge 31‘2'&‘3797‘1- 175 1081 c. 160 1983 a. 95 1985 o, 46 <. 2 1085
. . f istory: c.314; c. 173; c. 160; a. 95; a.48s.2:
(b) 1. Asentencing court may order that an animal be de“VeE?ges’; 1987 a. 248; 1987 a. 332 ss. 54, 64; Stats. 1987 s. 951.18; 1987 a. 403's. 256;

to the local humane officer or society or the county or municipadso a. 56 s. 259; 1989 a. 223; 1993 a. 192; 1997 a. 27, 192.
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